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SUBJECT: PROVOS ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR BRITISH BOMBINGS 
REF: LONDON 15040 

1. DUBLIN NEWSPAPERS 

HAVE RECENTLY REPORTED THAT LOCAL 

"REPUBLICAN SOURCES: ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY OF PROVISIONAL IRA FOR 
SOME OF RECENT BOMBING ATTACKS IN ENGLAND. (SUCH PRESS REPORTS ARE 
COMMONLY ACCEPTED AS ACCURATE, UNLESS SINN/FEIN IRA ISSUES A 
DENIAL.) THE BASIC INCIDENT WHICH DREW THIS ADMISSION FROM PROVOS 
WAS DEATH OF JAMES MCDADE, WHO WAS KILLED NOVEMBER 14 WHILE PLANT- 
ING A BOMB IN COVENTRY. LONG BEFORE THIS TIME, IT HAD BECOME 
OBVIOUS THAT PROVISIONAL IRA WAS INVOLVED IN ENGLISH BOMBINGS. 

BUT IT HAD NOT FORMALLY ACCEPTED RESPONSIBILITY. (IT MAKES A PRAC- 
TICE OF DOING SO FOR INCIDENTS IN NORTHERN IRELAND.) KILLING OF 
"VOLUNTEER" MCDADE APPARENTLY OBLIGED CHANGE OF POLICY. 

2. BELFAST "IRISH NEWS" ALSO CARRIED DEATH NOTICE IDENTIFYING 
MCDADE AS A MEMBER OF PROVISIONAL IRA. 

3. ON NOVEMBER 17, DAITHI O CONAILL (DAVID O'CONNELL) GAVE INTER- 
VIEW TO BRITISH TELEVISION CREW. APPARENTLY FROM A HIDING PLACE 
IN REPUBLIC. O CONAILL IS NOW OPENLY IDENTIFIED BY NEWSPAPERS AS 
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(IN THEORY, PROVISIONALS ATTEMPT TO KEEP THE IDENTITY OF THEIR 
CHIEF OF STAFF SECRET.) IRISH TV NETWORK COULD NOT CARRY INTER- 
VIEW, DESPITE NORMAL EXCHANGE ARRANGEMENT WITH BBC, BECAUSE GOI 
POLICY PROHIBITS SUCH PUBLICITY FOR IRA. ON OTHER HAND, NORTHERN 
PROTESTANTS HAVE BEEN ASKING WHY GOI IN UNABLE TO ARREST O CONAILL 
WHEN AN ENGLISH TV CREW CAN LOCATE HIM. REFTEL GIVES DETAILS OF 
INTERVIEW, IN WHICH HE SAID THAT IRA WOULD ESCALATE ITS BRITISH 
CAMPAIGN AND WOULD STRIKE AT "ECONOMIC, MILITARY, POLITICAL, AND 
JUDICIAL TARGETS." 

4. COMMENT: TWO PREVIOUS IRA "CAMPAIGNS" IN ENGLAND FAILED TO 
ACHIEVE MUCH (IN LATE THIRTIES AND FIFTIES). BASED ON THIS 
EXPERIENCE, ANOTHER BOMBING CAMPAIGN IN ENGLAND HAS LONG BEEN 
CONSIDERED A DESPERATE LAST RESORT FOR PRO VOS. BUT TECHNIQUES 
OF URBAN TERRORISM HAVE ADVANCED SINCE FIFTIES. WE HAVE NO 
DEFINITE INFORMATION ON PROVO PLANS BUT ASSUME THAT THEY HOPE 
TO INCREASE ENGLISH PUBLIC DISENCHANTMENT WITH NORTHERN IRELAND 
AND THUS HASTEN THE DAY OF BRITISH WITHDRAWAL. 

5. FROM STANDPOINT OF US POLICY, CENTRAL FACT IS THAT PROVISIONAL 
IRA HAS EXTENDED ITS CAMPAIGN OF TERRORISM SIGNIFICANTLY OVER 
LAST FEW MONTHS. AT THIS POINT. WE THINK PROVOS CAN WELL BE 
CONSIDERED A LEADING TERRORIST ORGANIZATION ON WORLD SCALE. 

MOORE 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, PARAMILITARY FORCES, POLICIES, BOMBING, TELEVISION BROADCASTING 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 20 NOV 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CollinPO 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974DUBLIN01674 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740336-0169 
From: DUBLIN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: linkl 974/newtext/tl 9741 1 28/aaaaaxpr. tel 

Line Count: 85 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: LONDON 15040 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: CollinPO 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 21 MAY 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <21 MAY 2002 by ifshinsr>; APPROVED <20 MAR 2003 by CollinP0> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PROVOS ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR BRITISH BOMBINGS 
TAGS: PINT, El, UK, IRA, (O'CONNELL, DAVID) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



